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1 Introduction

This “As We Heard It” Memo (“Memo”) presents a summary of the public feedback received at
the in-person Community Workshop held in Amherstview on September 30, 2023. The purpose
of the Workshop was to:

¢ Provide an update on ongoing development of the Amherstview West Secondary Plan;
e Obtain input and ideas from members of the community on:

o Visioning for a future Main Street in Amherstview West, which will feed into the
preparation of the Draft Urban Design Guidelines; and

o Development of high-level concept plans for the lands proposed to be designated
Future Development Area, where development may take place beyond the 25-
year planning horizon of the Secondary Plan.

The feedback received through the community workshop will be considered in the preparation
of the draft Urban Design Guidelines and concept plans for the Future Development Area.

2 Project Overview

The Secondary Plan Study Area, as illustrated in Figure 1, is approximately 144 hectares (346
acres) in area. It is bound by Taylor-Kidd Boulevard (County Road 23) to the north, Bath Road
(Highway 33) to the south, Parrott’s Bay Conservation Area to the west, County Road 6, and the
existing built-up area in Amherstview to the east.
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Figure 1: Amherstview West Secondary Plan Study Area

City of Kingston, New York State, Maxar

The future Secondary Plan for Amherstview West will be implemented through an Official Plan
Amendment and Zoning By-law Amendment. The Official Plan Amendment will adopt the
policies of the Secondary Plan under the Township’s Official Plan. Future development
applications for the Secondary Plan Area will be required to demonstrate conformity with the
Secondary Plan. The Zoning By-law Amendment will establish Zones within the Secondary Plan
area, as well as specifics standards for development, such as minimum lot area, required
setbacks, and maximum building heights, among other requirements.

Urban Design Guidelines will also be prepared for Amherstview West as a separate document. It
will inform the Secondary Plan, and will be a guiding tool to ensure that the vision of the
Secondary Plan is implemented. The Urban Design Guidelines will be based on the final
preferred Land Use Concept Plan and will address access and circulation, built form, open
space and amenities, and site sustainability.

The development of the Secondary Plan is integrated with a Municipal Class Environmental
Assessment (MCEA) Master Plan process. The Master Plan will be completed following
Approach 4 of the MCEA Master Plan process, and will follow Phases 1 and 2 of the MCEA
process.
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3  Community Workshop

Materials provided at the Workshop, which include display boards, a presentation, and
Workbook are included as Appendices A through C to this Memo.

3.1 Participants and Approach

The Community Workshop was held in-person at the Amherstview Community Hall at 177 Upper
Park Road in Amherstview from 10 am to 2 pm on September 30, 2023. The following materials
were posted and distributed to participants at the Workshop:

¢ Display boards that presented an overview of the Workshop, Secondary Plan project
process, Context Map, and draft Preferred Land Use Option;

o Base map and activity boards were provided to each table that were used to facilitate
the activities as described below; and a

e Future Development Area Workbook that was provided to each Workshop participant.
The Workbook, as shown in Figure 2, included directions for Activity #4 — Future
Development Area Visioning, and outlined the draft Vision Statement for the
Amherstview West Secondary Plan, as well as the land needs and criteria for
consideration for the Future Development Area.

Figure 2: Extract of Activity Workbook for Future Development Area
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3. Design with nature.

* Preserve and enhance the woodilots and streams as the open space framework of, and wildiife corridors
through the Lost Creek watershed, wetland and the new community

4. Optimize connection with the existing surrounding areas.

* Provide multi-use trail and pathway network through and along neighbourhood parks, including safe
streat crossings




Amherstview West Secondary Plan

‘*

The Notice of the Community Workshop was publicly released on the Township’s project
webpage (https://www.loyalist.ca/amherstviewwest), and circulated to the project email
notification list on August 30, 2023. Notice of the event was also advertised through the
placement of mobile road signs by the Township, newspaper ads in the Kingston Whig-Standard
and Kingston This Week, and through a Township-wide mail campaign that was sent out the
week of September 11, 2023. As indicated in the notices, mandatory registration was requested
by September 22, 2023, 4:30 pm.

The agenda for the Community Workshop included a brief presentation by the Township’s
consultant, WSP, to provide an overview of the Secondary Plan Study, as well as several
workshop activities carried out in groups, including:

¢ Community Design ‘Main Street’ Approach and Urban Design

o Activity #1 — Main Street Character: Through the use of various precedent
imagery showing various built form, materiality, and neighbourhood character,
participants were asked to identify images that they felt captured the ‘look and
feel’ of what a main street (extension of Amherst Drive to the west) in
Amherstview West should look like.

o Activity #2 — Main Street Gateway: In a similar image carding exercise,
participants commented on various images to identify the appropriate treatment
for a gateway feature to mark the entry into Amherstview West at the future main
street.

o Activity #3 — Allocation of Space: Participants were asked to provide input on
how space should be prioritized in the design of a future main street in
Amherstview West. Groups assembled scaled street cross sections of a main
street, which identified the built features (e.g., sidewalks, street furniture, trees,
on-street parking, drive lanes) that should be prioritized.

e Land Use Visioning for Future Development Area

o Activity #4 — Future Development Area Visioning: Using activity workbooks
(Figure 2), participants prepared conceptual plans for the lands proposed to be
designated as Future Development Area, taking into account the various site
opportunities and constraints present in Amherstview West (e.g. ecological areas,
inclusion of a new elementary school). Upon preparation of the concepts, groups
were asked to determine if the Draft Vision Statement for Amherstview West
required further refinement based on the land uses and features incorporated in
the concepts for the Future Development Area.
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All presentation materials were made available in English. Approximately 16 people attended the
community workshop. The event was hosted in a ‘seminar’ format and attendees were invited to
directly engage with the project team throughout the session by providing input and feedback.
Images from the event are shown in Figures 3 to 5.

Following the Public Open House, the following materials were posted on the Township’s project
webpage (https://www.loyalist.ca/amherstviewwest):

e Thank you note and project update — (posted October 13, 2023);

e Presentation Boards and can be found under Appendix A of this Memo;
e Display Boards and is included under Appendix B; and

e Workbook and is included under Appendix C.

Figure 3: Community Workshop at Amherstview Community Hall on September 30, 2023 (WSP,
2023)
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Figure 4: Community Workshop at Amherstview Community Hall on September 30, 2023 - Group
Presentations and Sharing (WSP, 2023)
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4 Summary of Input

This section provides a summary of public input received at the in-person Community
Workshop. The input received will help inform preparation of the three (3) concept options for
the Future Development Areas and development of the Urban Design Guidelines, which will
support the future Amherstview West Secondary Plan. The activity boards and Future
Development Area concepts are included in Appendix D of this Memo.

4.1 ‘Main Street Approach’ and Urban Design

In groups, workshop participants were asked to view images of design precedents that
illustrated potential themes and design opportunities for the future main street in Amherstview
West. The images of design precedents for Activities #1 to #3 are shown in Figure 6.

Figure 6: Example of Precedent Images for the Main Street Workshop Activities
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Table 1 provides a summary analysis of the input and comments received from the community
through Activities #1 through #3 on the Main Street ‘Approach’ and Urban Design workshop
session.

Table 1: Summary of Feedback Received through the Main Street Workshop Activities

Theme Community Comments

Main Street Character e General support for the Main Street to be open and welcoming and
have a ‘quaint, old-fashioned village’ character in keeping with the
natural surrounding environment, i.e., street trees, vegetation,
landscaping, outdoor seating, lighting.

e Interest in having a range of commercial uses located along the Main
Street, as well as residential uses in upper storeys of developments
so residents can be within walking distances of shops and services,
and have autonomy in looking after their neighbourhood.

e Planning of Main Street should consider all types of users and
programming, including pedestrians, families with children, seniors,
and individuals with mobility issues.

e Support for use of different materiality and colours (e.g. brick,
limestone, cobblestone, suggestion to incorporate Loyalist Township
branding/colours).

e Support for trees and canopies to provide shade.

e Suggestion for parking to be located at rear of commercial or mixed-
use developments. Interest in having electric vehicle charging
facilities.

e General dislike for modern, industrial-type development,
hardscaping and materials, as well as wider roadways, which
dissuade pedestrian crossings and safety.

Main Street Gateway e Suggestion to bring forward the Loyalist Township branding and
colours to this area, and whether this branding could be adapted to
create an identity/image for Amherstview West, or different branding
entirely that is local and distinct to Amherstview.

o The significance of limestone, which is prevalent in the area,
and the municipality’s former name (Ernestown) was
discussed as a possibility to feed into potential branding for
Ambherstview West.

e Support for signage to incorporate names, plaques, and images that
are locally distinct and researched.

e Strong support for the gateway to be designed in a manner that it
can serve as a meeting place for the community. Suggestion that the
Amherstview West Secondary Plan and Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (MCEA) | As We Heard It Memo
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Theme Community Comments

gateway does not necessarily have to be located at County Road 6 /
Ambherst Drive extension — the gateway could be nestled along the
Main Street, or it could be a secondary gateway feature in this
location.

e Support for the gateway area to incorporate signage, greenery, and
could be used to provide a visual buffer for parked cars.

e Interest in having a water feature located at the gateway, or along
the Main Street.

¢ Discussion on the gateway area providing connectivity from the built-
up area of Amherstview to the new community. Considerations for
linkage to the existing multi-use pathway that runs east-west along
Ambherst Drive.

e Suggestion to include public art policies in the Secondary Plan.

Allocation of Space
(Main Street Cross
Sections)

e At a high level, each participant group presented very different cross
sections for the Main Street public-right-of-way (i.e. Amherst Drive
extension), including:

o Elimination of auto traffic altogether on the Main Street and
suggestion to re-route vehicles via local roads or laneways
at the rear of the buildings on the Main Street;

o Suggestion that the Main Street have one-way auto traffic
only (i.e. one vehicular traffic lane to enter the Main Street
from County Road 6) in order to prioritize pedestrians and
cyclists. The multi-use pathway would extend from Amherst
Drive and run parallel to the Main Street, but be separated
by a landscaped buffer;

o Two-way auto traffic with a treed boulevard at the centre of
the street and separated bike lanes on each side of the
street; and

o Two-way auto traffic with a wide treed and landscaped
buffer on both sides of the street.

e Other general comments on the cross-sections are summarized:

o General support to have the design of the Main Street
prioritize pedestrians first.

o Support for parking to be located at the rear of the Main
Street buildings.
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Theme Community Comments

o Strong support for wide sidewalks with space for sidewalk
cafes and seating.

o Some support for boulevards central to the Main Street,
provided they are planted with street trees and/or
landscaped.

o Should bike lanes be provided on the Main Street, they
should be separated from any traffic lane with a painted
buffer at minimum.

o Interest in having a public gathering area that could be used
for programming year-round (i.e., Music in the Park, pop-
ups, winter market).

o Considerations for transit and allocation of space for bus
stops and pick-up.

The cross-sections and comments on the cross-sections will be used to
inform the development of the Urban Design Guidelines, specifically the
prioritization of space in the public right-of-way on the Main Street in
Amherstview West. Loyalist Township is ultimately the applicable
approval authority for road design for local roads in Amherstview West.

4.2 Future Development Area Visioning

Through Activity #4 — Future Development Area Visioning, workshop participants in small
groups prepared concept plans for the lands proposed to be designated as Future Development
Area using a set of parameters provided by the project team (e.g. park requirements, siting of a
new elementary school as requested by one of the local school boards) (Figure 7).

Workshop participants had the opportunity to present their concept plans to the group at the
conclusion of the activity. The themes from the concept plans prepared by members of the
community are summarized in Table 2. The concept plans are included in Appendix D of this
Memo.
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Table 2: Summary of Feedback Received through the Future Development Area Visioning Activity

Theme Community Comments

Land Use e Support for the new elementary school to be located central to the

Secondary Plan Area and adjacent to parks and open space to

permit shared programming and parking areas, with access to a
main road.

e General support for lower density residential uses to be sited further
west to allow for a transition from the Main Street to existing
residential properties on Parrott’s Bay Lane, Bayview Drive,
Brookland Park Drive, Bath Road / Highway 33.

e Suggestion for lower density residential uses to be located at the
south side of the Secondary Plan Area (i.e., larger residential lots)

and higher density uses to be located in the north to maintain views
of Lake Ontario.

e Consideration for seniors’ housing in Secondary Plan Area.

¢ Recognition of importance of Parrott’s Bay Conservation Area to the
community and area.
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